Visual Story for the Relaxed Performance of

CLEAN/ESPEJOS
Written by Christine Quintana
Translation & Adaptation by Paula Zelaya-Cervantes

Image from the top of the show.
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Welcome!
This is a Visual Story for Clean/Espejos. Its aim is to explain the story using
pictures and accessible text. This Visual Story is intended to help prepare our
audience for a new experience and to make the show as accessible as
possible. It will introduce the characters and the story of Clean/Espejos.

About The Show Performance Time
The performance will aim to start at 02:00PM
The performance is approximately one hour and 50 minutes.
The play is divided into two acts with a 15 minute intermission.
The show will finish at around 04:05PM

Changes To The Show
Compared to other performances, there will be some changes to the lighting
and sound to create a less intense environment. The full script can be made
available for people to read if anyone is interested.

Before The Show Starts
The lights in the foyer and the washrooms will flash on and off a few times 10
minutes, 6 minutes and 3 minutes before the show starts. It’s a reminder that
the show is about to begin.
At the start of the show someone from Western Canada Theatre Artistic
Director James McDonald. They will introduce themselves and the show. The
lights inside the Theatre will go a little dimmer. Don’t worry, this is meant to
happen and it won’t be too dark, so if you want to leave at any time you will
be able to see where you are going. You can come and go as you like during
the show.

Chill-Out Zone

If you want to leave the Theatre at any time, there is a Chill-Out area you can
visit.
You can go there to relax if you need a little break before going back into the
Theatre.
If you ask an usher they will show you to this area, it will also be clearly
labeled.
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The Set And The Performers
Here is a picture of the performers on the set. Sometimes the actors will
change costumes on stage and sometimes they will change costumes off
stage.
Sometimes the actors will move set pieces around on the stage.
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Alexandra plays Adriana

Genevieve plays Sarah

After the show there will be a question and answer
period of time when you will have a chance to ask the
actors questions.
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Meet The Stage Managers
Note: These people work behind the scenes, so you might not see them.

Yvonne Stage Manager

Mariana
Apprentice Stage Manager

Andie
Projections/Surtitle Designer
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About the story
This story is all about Adriana and Sarah.
This play shifts between present, memory, and fantasy. There will
be visual and sound cues that will help us know when these
changes happen.
Adriana speaks mostly in Spanish, she is a Manager of a Hotel at a
Cancun resort. Sarah speaks mostly in English, she is from
Vancouver, BC and is visiting Cancun for her sister's wedding.
There is reading the entire show. If you don’t speak Spanish,
Adriana’s words will be projected on the wall in English. If you
speak Spanish, Sarah’s words will be projected on the wall in
Spanish. The text will be shown in a variation of styles and it will be
moving to different parts of the wall.
In this play we see only two characters but there is a whole world
depicted that we do not see. When telling stories sometimes
Adriana and Sarah will pretend to act as other characters.
Sometimes Adriana and Sarah talk right to the audience so you
will see them talking to you.
Sometimes the characters become emotional. They will wail, sob,
cry and yell. After receiving bad news Adriana hyper focuses on
repetitive work in a manic fashion. What is not shown: physical
and sexual violence, it is implied but not shown.

The play
Some people might like the play, and some might not like it. It’s all
right to feel happy or sad after a theatre performance.
At the end of the play, people will clap. It’s your opportunity to
show your appreciation of the play.
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(SPOILER ALERT: The following information contains spoilers and
is intended for audience members who want to know everything
that will happen in Clean/Espejos before seeing the show.)
ACT 1:
PRESENT: Adriana is on the bus to work. This bus takes her and all
her co-workers to work everyday. MEMORY: Adriana remembers
the very first time she went to work at this resort with her
boyfriend, Nicolas. PRESENT: She’s jolted back to the present time
by her young co-worker, Marisol; they have arrived at work, the
Resort.
PRESENT: Sarah, a guest at the Resort, is here for her sister’s
wedding. Sarah is at the pool bar, she has drank too much alcohol,
it is loud, there are flashing lights. Suddenly the lights are bright
Sarah falls down and hurts her knee, it is bleeding. She runs back
to her hotel room.
PRESENT: Adriana goes into Sarah’s
room to clean the bed sheets
because they are bloody. Sarah’s knee
was bleeding a lot. Sarah feels bad
because Adriana has to clean the
bloody sheets. Sarah leaves so
Adriana can clean her room.
PRESENT: Sarah is tanning because
her mom told her that she had to.
Her mom wants all the bridesmaids
to have even tans. It is very important
to her mom that they look good in the wedding photos. Sarah tells
us she is at the resort because her family can afford a wedding in
Mexico but that she wouldn’t come to a place like this on her own.
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PRESENT: Adriana receives an
unexpected call from her Aunt who she
hasn’t spoken to in 8 years. Her Aunt
tells her that her Dad is dead. Adriana’s
Aunt is upset at her reaction to the
news that her Dad has died. Adriana
tells her Aunt she has to get back to
work and hangs up the phone. Adriana
tries to focus on work and not think
about the news she just received.
PRESENT: Sarah goes to the ocean and puts her wounded knee in
the water to clean it. When she puts her wound in the water it
hurts a lot. She lies to her sister about the reason the ocean water
was stinging her legs.
PRESENT: It starts to rain, there is thunder and lightning. Adriana
doesn’t like the rain because customers complain and are mean.
Sarah thinks the rain is funny because her family is from Vancouver
where it rains all the time and they went to Mexico to have a
wedding but they have no plan for the rain.
MEMORY: Sarah remembers a time in
Vancouver, it rained a month straight, she
called in sick to work and didn’t leave her
apartment for a week. She lied to her job that
she was sick and to her friends that she went
to Cancun. She buys self tanner to make
people think she was in Mexico but she
realizes no one will notice. She feels very
lonely.
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MEMORY: Adriana remembers when she was young at home with
her mom and her dog Paco. Adriana and her mom had a fight
because Adriana didn’t want to help her mom clean the house.
Then Adriana tracked mud into the clean house on her dirty shoes
and Adriana’s mom was frightened that her Dad would be very
angry if the house was not clean.
PRESENT: We are at the resort, there is a storm. Adriana gives her
workers orders to clean as fast as they can and to tend to all the
needs of guests as fast as possible. Marisol wants to have a staff
party outside of the resort because all of the guests are inside
because of the storm.
MEMORY: Adriana remembers a time when her aunt was
ashamed of her because her job was to clean, but Adriana is not
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ashamed, she is proud of herself and all her co-workers. Adriana
remembers the end of her relationship with Nicolas.
PRESENT: Sarah is laying in her hotel bed, sad. Sarah knows she
has to get out of bed and work on her sister’s wedding to-do lists.
MEMORY: Sarah remembers a time when she and her sister were
teenagers. Her sister was late coming out of her after school
activity and this made Sarah think something bad had happened
to her. But she didn’t ask her sister or say anything. She sees
Adriana and Marisol and they remind her of herself and her sister.
PRESENT: Adriana and Marisol look in
the hotel’s lost and found for
something to wear to the staff party.
Adriana has a realization that the only
thing that matters in the end is the
kindness you show others and so she
agrees to wear a tiny, bright dress
Marisol suggests. She drinks a lot of
alcohol and dances with Nicolas. They
have sex. This releases the grief
Adriana has been suppressing about
her father and
she tells
Nicolas that her dad died.
PRESENT: Sarah feels very lonely, she is sad
and restless, she decides to go to the pool
and swim in the rain. That is near where
the staff are having their party. Sarah is
floating in the water when all of the
sudden she hears strange noises, she sees
Adriana and Nicolas and yells out to see if
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everything is alright. Sarah misunderstands what she sees
happening between Adriana and Nicolas and thinks she is
witnessing a sexual assault. She calls out to Adriana offering to
help her.
ACT 2
FANTASY: Adriana fantasizes about driving home with Sarah. Sarah
plays along with Adriana’s fantasy. Sarah pretends to meet
Adriana’s family. They pretend to go out dancing and Adriana
pretends she sees Nicolas who whisks her off her feet. She ends
the fantasy by telling Sarah they are not friends.
FANTASY: Sarah fantasizes about
torturing Nicolas. Adriana plays along
with Sarah’s fantasy. Adriana pretends
to torture Nicolas and get him to
confess to hurting Adriana.
PRESENT: Sarah asks Adriana if she
needs help. Sarah wants to make sure
that Adriana is okay and Adriana is
clear that she does not need help and
asks Sarah not to tell anyone about
what she saw.
FANTASY: Adriana fantasizes about going back home to her
father’s funeral and describes how she would break candles and
would scream at her mother. Adriana doesn’t understand why her
mother would stay with a man that is so abusive.
FANTASY: Sarah fantasizes about telling her mother and sister
about the sexual abuse she suffered at the hands of a teacher. She
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kept her abuse a secret because the teacher asked her to but later
he began to abuse her sister as well. In her fantasy world after
Sarah reveals her secret and her mother and sister
accept her and tell her everything will be okay.
PRESENT: Adriana wakes up hungover in one of
the rooms of the hotel. She is late to work. She
begins to clean, it is repetitive, manic work.
Marisol tells her that one of the guests is looking
for her. Adriana yells at Marisol for talking to the
guests.

PRESENT: Sarah wakes up feeling good. She
didn’t drink alcohol the night before. She is
meeting her family for breakfast, to discuss
wedding schedules. She
is trying her best to be
good.

PRESENT: Sarah tries to talk to Adriana
about what she thinks she saw happen at
the party between her and Nicolas. Sarah
thinks Nicolas hurt Adriana. Sarah thinks
that because of the abuse she survived.

They use Sarah’s phone to help translate their conversation. Sarah
really thinks she is helping Adriana but she is not. Adriana does not
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need Sarah’s help. Adriana realizes that she needs to go home to
be with her family.
PRESENT: Adriana puts on her own clothes, she realizes that she
needs to be home with family. She borrows Nicolas’ car and drives
home to her father’s funeral. She describes the funeral in detail.
She sees how strong her mother is at the graveside, something
she’s never seen in her mother before. She wails, and calls for her
mother. Her mother holds her. She throws dirt on her father’s
grave.
PRESENT: Sarah goes to her sister’s hotel room. They embrace,
they hold each other. They love each other. Sarah describes the
wedding, it is beautiful. Sarah is happy for her sister and her
mother and sister show that they love her and are proud of her.
PRESENT: Adriana is home after her father’s funeral, her family
home looks the same as it did when she left eight years ago.
Adriana is going to move back home for a while and her mom is
happy she’s there. This is the start of a new beginning for her
family. Adriana is surrounded by her family, she washes the dirt off
her hands. She finally feels present and clean.
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Credits
Playwright: Christine Quintana
Adaptation and Translation: Paula Zelaya Cervantes
Dramaturgy: Daniela Atiencia
Directors: Chelsea Haberlin & Daniela Atiencia
Assistant Director: Gavan Cheema
Production Manager/Technical Director: Nicole Lamb
Stage Manager: Yvonne Yip
Assistant Stage Manager: Mariana Muñoz
Lighting Design: Harika Xu
Set and Prop Design: Shizuka Kai
Costume Design: Jessica Oostergo
Projection Design: Cande Andrade
Projection and Surtitle Design: Andie Lloyd
Photographers: David Markwei & Angelica Schwartz
Visual Story: khattieQ
Producers: Raes Calvert and Alen Dominguez
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